
CES Team is a community and tourism 
development firm which recently started 
working with the Chesterfield Inlet 
Elders Group Committee on developing 
their ‘My Community App’ Project. 

The My Community App provides a 
platform for the community members 
to share their voice as well as enabling 
them to support their goals and celebrate 
their story and culture.  This project 
instills pride and ownership for the 
community while preserving culture for 
future generations to come!  

The Youth, Elders and everyone in 
between will have the opportunity to 
have their voices heard while discovering 
the importance of their culture through 
digital storytelling. The first phase of the 
project is working with the community’s 
Youth to train them on how to use the 
video recording equipment and create 
the videos themselves. 

(EVIL) Patrick, a photographer, design, 
filmmaker – social/environmental 
entrepreneur and activist from Haida 
Gwaii, British Columbia and member of 
the CES team,  comments after finishing 
up his week of training and working with 
the Youth. 

The kids really wanted to focus on 
bullying, which is one of the most 
prevalent issues in their community 
(Nunavut’s suicide rate is 5x that of 

Canada’s average). The original idea 
was to focus primarily on the traditional 
culture, but it soon became clear 
that what is needed most, on top of 
preserving their culture, is to have a voice 
that can bring to light and heal many of 
their community’s social issues. 

I was so moved by the interviews 
that the kids did with each other; the 
principal who was able watch a few was 
completely in awe, he had never heard 
any of these issues voiced in such a 
powerful way by the students; they had 
finally found their voice.

After the bullying documentary, the 
students really opened up about their 
culture and how much it’s been effected 
by Western culture. For the rest of the 
day, they wanted to document the 
games, songs and the dances that they 
were taught as kids. It was so great to 
finally have the honour of seeing these 
kids embrace their culture, something 
that is happening less and less a time 
goes on, and it’s through these projects 
like CES’s ‘My Community App’, we 
hope to continue seeing kids and their 
communities keep their rich cultures 
alive.
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TAKING OWNERSHIP OF THEIR ‘MY COMMUNITY APP’ PROJECT

NATIONAL JOHNSON-O’MALLEY ASSOCIATION (NJOMA)
By L.C. Stanley

The 2014 NJOMA Conference will be held 
March 25 – 27, 2014 in Denver, Colorado. 
NJOMA Conference will be celebrating its 
twenty year anniversary and it has been 
eighty years since the JOM program has 
been in existence.  More information on 
both the organization and conference can 
be found at www.njoma.com

JOM programs provides for the unique 
and specialized needs of American 
Indian students, along with providing 
supplemental educational programs 
to eligible American Indian students. 
Parents develop policy for their programs 
through an Education Plan that follows a 
local needs assessment.

Funding is based on a count of students 
taken in 1994, and although a new count 

was done in 2012, the report has not 
been released, resulting in no changes to 
funding.

In 1994, the National Johnson-O’Malley 
Association, Inc. was formed as a 
nonprofit, educational organization for 
the following purposes:

To create an effective forum for 
discussion of educational and related 
matters of mutual concern among 
the members of the American Indian 
educational community.

To mutually develop standards of 
educational excellence for Indian 
students served by the educational 
programs within the United States.

To maintain appropriate lines of 

communication and collaborative 
efforts with other public, private, tribal 
and federal educators and educational 
programs.

To maintain formal liaisons with Tribal, 
State and Federal governmental agencies 
and other educational organizations, 
including but not limited to National 
Congress of American Indians, National 
Indian Education Association and others 
that advocate for American Indian 
education.

To advocate for Johnson-O’Malley 
Programs and the rights of Indian children 
from 3 years old through twelfth grade.


